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THE UNITED NATIONS |

On 29 November 1947 the General
Assembly of the United Nations voted to
set up both a Jewish and an Arab

{ State, and fixed their borders. TheJewish
State was to be three segments, and was
to exclude Jaffa (to become an Arab
enclave) and Jerusalem (to be an
International Zone). The Jews accepted
Statehood. The Arabs not only rejected
it, but at once attacked Jewish settle-
ments in every part of Palestine
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The U.N. Partition Plan
envisaged an Economic Union
between the Arab and Jewish
States. Butinrejecting the
U.N. Resolution granting them
statehood, the Arabs also
rejected the UN's call for an
Arab- Jewish Economic Union
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| THE ISRAELI WAR OF INDEPENDENCE, 1948-194sﬂ 05101

Miles

| Between May 1948 and January 1949, the
] State of Israe!l fought to retain its .
..} independence against the combined forces |
] of six Arab armies. Following the initial
| Arabinvasion, the Israelis reopened the
| road to Jerusalem, won control of the

-] Coastal Plain, secured the upper Galilee, :
.| and drove the Egyptians from the Negev.
-1 But the Israelis were themselves driven
| from the Jewish quarter of the Old City of
| Jerusalem (whose synagogues were

| desecrated and whose Jewish houses

e During Israel’s struggle
O for independence
between November 1947
and January 1949, more
than 4,000 Jewish
soldiers and 2,000
civilians were killed
out of a total Jewish
population of only
650,000. The figures
for Arab dead were
not disclosed by the
Arab States
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The regular forces of the neighbouring countries
- with their equipment and their armaments -
enjoy superiority at this time. However,
evaluation of the possibilities cannot be

merely a military consideration of arms against
arms and units against units, since we do not
have those arms or that armoured force.

The problem is to what extent our men will

be able to overccme enemy forces by virtue

of their fighting spirit, of our planning and

our tactics. YIGAEL YADIN, 21 MAY 1948
CHIEF OF OPERATIONS, ISRAELI ARMY

- Under the control of the
new State of Israel by
1 June 1948

Conquered by Israeli forces
between June and November
1948

Conquered by Israeli forces
between November 1948 and

January 1949

-=-= Territory occupied by Israeli
forces from which they with-
drew during the early months
of 1949

emm e Frontiers of the State of Israel
1949 - 1967
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‘ The United Nations estimated that over
7,000 \ 725 000 Arabs fled from Palestine between
\ April and December 1948. The Israelis estimat-
; ed that between 550,000 and 600,000 Arabs
The United Nations Partition Plan envisaged an fled. Many Arabs were encouraged to leave by
Arab as well as a Jewish State. Most Arab refugees their own political leaders, who promised them
fled to the areas of the potential Arab State. that they would soon be able to returnto their
But one of these areas, the Gaza Strip, was occupied homes, once Israel had been destroyed. But
by Egypt in 1948. Another, the West Bank, was over 160,000 Arabs either remained in Israel
occupied by Transjordan in 1948, and annexedin 1950 or returned to their homes in Israelduring 1949
g " 7
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THE ARAB REFUGEES 1949-1967 |

Commission at Lausanne, Israel offered to
repatriate 100,000 Arabrefugees within the
framework of a general settlement. The
Arab delegations rejected the offer. In

1950 the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency (UNRWA) proposed resettling Arab
refugees in Sinai, Jordan and Syria, but the
Arab Governments also rejected this
proposal. In 1952 the UN Refugee
Rehabilitation Fund offered the Arab States
$200 million to find ‘homes and jobs’for the
| refugees. The Arab States used some of
the money for relief work, but did not even
apply for the greater part of the fund

In April 1949, at the UN Palestine Conciliation
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_ The refugees are the corner-stone in ot
| the Arab struggle agair. st Israel. The } . .. . =

| Arabs and Arab nationalism. ¢
RADIO CAIRO 19 JULY 1857 |

| The refugees will not return while

" the flag of Israel flies over the soil
of Palestine. They will return when
| the ﬁag of Palestine is hoisted over

:
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e Arabrefugee camps. The countries
in which these camps were located
were reluctant to absorb them,
encouraged anti - Israeli feeling, and
supported terrorist training aimed
against Israeli life and property
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The day of realization of the Arab hope for
the return of the refugees to Palestine means

the liquidation of Israel. ABD ALLAH AL- YAFI
LEBANESE PRIME MINISTER, 29 APRIL 1966

The return of the refugees in order to create
a larger Arab majority would serve as the
most effective means of reviving the Arab
character of Palestine, while forming a
powerful fifth column for the day of revenge
and reckoning. ‘AL SIYYAD', BEIRUT, 6 APRIL 1950
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On 18 September 1978, at Camp David, near
Washington, Israel and Egypt agreed to set up an
‘elected self-governing authority’ on the West Bank
and in the Gaza Strip. The agreement added: ‘A
withdrawal of Israeli armed forces will take place
and there will be a redeployment of Israeli forces into
specified security locations'. After this, and

within three years, 'negotiations will take place to
determine the final status of the West Bank and
Gaza, and its relationship with its neighbours, and
to conclude a peace treaty between Israel and
Jordan'. These negotiations ‘will be conducted among
Egypt, Israel, Jordan and the elected representatives
of the inhabitants of the West Bank and Gaza'.

1978
Arabs 650,000
Jews 5,500
Arabs 380,000
Jews 800

- ==: The cease-fire line between
Israel and Jordan, 1949 - 1967.

= The River Jordan, boundary
between Israel and Jordan
following the Six-Day War
of June 1967.
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In camps 208,716 v,
Not in camps 636,826 N,
Total 845,542 \,

Number of Palestinians in the West Bank

and Gaza: 818,983
Number of Palestinians in countries

bordering on Israel: 1,382,140
Total: 2,201,113

/ The continued reluctance of Arab States to absorb
! the Palestinian refugees in their midst, and the political
desire of many Palestinians to retain their identity and
\ status as a dispossessed people, led to the perpetuation
\ / of the refugee camps set up in 1948 and 1967. These

] camps received funding from the United Nations, and

\ : also from individual Arab States, but were essentially

\ : areas of poverty and deprivation. Inceasingly, however,
EQYPT \ 7 Palestinians left the camps, specially in Jordan and

\ r on the West Bank, and entered Palestinian Arab society.

The 27 camps inside Israel became centres of the
\ ; uprising that began in December 1987 (the Intifada)

) —=vy

y
) The figures on this map were compiled by the United
7 Nations Relief Works Agency (UNRWA) as at

\ o/Eilat 30 June 1989
- '."
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f‘_ﬁj Even as the peace talks progressed, Palestinians who did not want them to succeed ".\ >
{ intensified their activities. The killing of three Israeli soldiers on 7 December 1992, .
| the fifth anniversary of the start of the Intifada, was claimed by the military wing of . /
| the Islamic fundamentalist geroup Hamas. On December 13 Hamas militants . /
1 kidnapped an Israeli rgeant, Nissim Toledano, whose body was found, - {
| stabbed and bound, on December 15. Two days later Israel deported 415 Hamas Golan
':5 ntion) . Heights ;
a /
| Between 1967 and 1973 a total of 1,200 -
| Palestinians were deported on suspicion | Sea of el &
| of terrorist activity. Between the outbreak | Galilee L gl T
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| January 1991, a further 66 Palestinians i § R A E L
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